
 

 

In a Nutshell: 

Cotton is Renewable, Recyclable 

and 100% Biodegradable 

 

Bremen, April 4th, 2017: With its attributes 'renewable', 'recyclable' and 

'biodegradable', the Bremen Cotton Exchange sees cotton as one of the most 

sustainable raw materials on the planet from an ecological, social and economic 

point of view. 

 

Depending on the prevailing conditions, nature can degrade cotton residues in soil 

within six months, so that they are returned to the earth. The same applies to cotton 

fibres, which are passed into 

wastewater through the washing 

of clothes and textiles in private 

households and ultimately into 

rivers and seas. Because cotton 

is biodegradable, this cannot lead 

to any situations which endanger 

humans, animals or nature, as is 

often the case with the growing 

problem of microplastics in the 

sea. 

 

As an agricultural product, cotton is a renewable raw material that can be grown once 

or even twice, depending on the climate or region. Every part of the plant can be 

used: Valuable oils for the food and cosmetic industries can be produced from the 

seed grains. The cotton fibres are used to produce yarns and fabrics for home and 

household textiles, clothing, hygienic and medical products, or for their use in 

technical applications, e.g. lightweight construction. Non-spinnable short fibres, the 

linters, are processed by the paper industry, or even for spectacle frames, while 
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animal feeds, products for soil improvement or packaging and insulation material are 

made from cotton residues. 

 

Textile and clothing products made of cotton are 100% recyclable. They are sorted 

according to colour, enter the shredder, are crushed and can then be used as new 

yarns and fabrics for use in clothing and textiles. 

 

Another example of sensible recycling is the processing of cotton residues into a 

cellulose fibre. This is carried out in a manufacturing process similar to that of 

viscose. In this case, too, there is 100% biodegradability. 

 

We would be pleased to answer any further questions - also in an interview. 

 

Contact: 

Elke Hortmeyer, Director of Communications and International Relations 

Tel.:+49 421 3397016, Email: hortmeyer@baumwollboerse.de 
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About the Bremen Cotton Exchange 

 

Based on its experience gained in over 140 years of dialogue with the market, the 

Bremen Cotton Exchange is regarded as a recognised authority and a strong partner 

in the industry. Today, this not only applies to the cotton trade, spinners / weavers 

and service providers for the cotton industry, but also to the downstream textile and 

clothing industry. 

 

The Cotton Exchange is an international arbitration body. Judgments made by the 

Arbitration Court of the Cotton Exchange are in accordance with the New York 

Convention of 1958. They are internationally recognised and therefore quickly 

enforceable. 

 

As a joint venture with the International Cotton Association Ltd. (Liverpool), we have 

been running the International Cotton Association Quality and Research Centre 

Bremen GmbH since 2011. This has made us the international centre for cotton 

testing and research, quality training and certification. Bremen is home to a state-of-

the-art laboratory equipped with the latest equipment. 

 

Every two years, the cotton world gathers in Bremen: Together with its testing 

laboratory, the Fibre Institute Bremen (FIBRE), the Bremen Cotton Exchange hosts 

the International Cotton Conference, which has become the world's leading 

conference in the field of cotton testing. Around 600 guests from all over the world 

regularly travel to the Hanseatic city to attend the high-ranking sessions at the 

Bremen City Hall and take the opportunity to make personal business contacts. 

 


